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What is the Koyasan Conference?

We have benefited from science and technology, and built the society we live in today. On the other hand,
as a result of putting a great burden on nature, we have created global challenges such as abnormal
weather due to rising temperatures, depletion of resources, and energy issues. One of the causes of this is
our way of thinking about nature, which is human-centered, meaning that we have perceived nature as
something to be controlled by humans. On the other hand, there is also a way of thinking that humans are
part of nature, and that we live with and are sustained by nature (nature-centered), which may be deep in
our hearts. In a society where people and situations are diverse, we are required to not only provide one
optimal answer, but also to provide various answers according to the situation. Kobo Daishi Kukai teaches
us that there is nothing useless in the world, that everything has value and meaning, and that the universe
is formed by the relationships of each thing. And Koyasan is the place where this thought has been
sustainably inherited for 1200 years. Koyasan is a wonderful place as a stage where people from various
fields such as science, art, design, philosophy, and religion gather and dialogue, and think and shape the
future with humanity and ethics, and the world 1200 years from now. Research Center for Advanced
Science and Technology will send out the shape of the future with the people to the world as the “Koyasan

Conference”.

Senior Research Fellow, RCAST, the University of Tokyo

Ryohei Kanzaki

Koyasan Conference 2024

]uly 10 - ]uly 13, at Kongobuji, Koyasan University, etc.
Organized by: Research Center for Advanced Science and Technology, the University of Tokyo

Co-organized by: Kongobuji / Koya Town / Koyasan University / Wakayama Prefecture / Hashimoto City /

Katsuragi Town
Number ofparticipants : 1548 persons Total: about 1800 persons (participants and related persons by

content)

[Previous Conference Dates)

Koyasan Conference 2021

November 26 - November 28, 2021 at Kongobuji, Koyasan University, etc.
(online and in person)

Koyasan Conference 2022

June 30 - July 3, 2022 at Kongobuji, Koyasan University, etc.

Koyasan Conference 2023

]uly 13 —]u1y16, 2023 at Kongobuji, Koyasan University, etc.

[Title) Ryusho Soeda
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m WAO) %ﬁj“ é’. j‘:\'f:/f T/_ 'ff\.ﬁ( & %j@ SESSION 01 | Art and Design in WA: Inheritance and Transformation

,ﬁg%&i—‘\aﬁmya ._]. vay G EELEE Facilitator: Shinobu Ito

Implementation Report
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In exploring the present and future of art and design, this session discussed themes such as "Religious Perspectives in Art and Design,"
"Craftsmanship and Sustainability," "Resilience," and the dualities of "Ephemeral vs. Enduring" and "Changing vs. Unchanging." The
discussion aimed to address the aesthetics and spirituality that we must preserve and to connect Japan-originated art and design messages to
the future.

This was the third installment of the "Japanese Art and Design" series, which continues to investigate the fusion of traditional techniques

and innovative design thinking born from the craftsmanship mindset and the communication fostered through hands-on creation.

7—be F P OBAELRRI BT FEBLE WL T A T

Taiichi Kirimoto, representative of Wajima Kirimoto, hails from Wajima City, Ishikawa Prefecture, and is a survivor of the Noto Peninsula

Earthquake. While inheriting a seven-generation lacquerware studio, he has rebranded the business and collaborated with numerous

FAL 22T FeY T4 VIV VR “TH20BD 52356507 “%
artisans to explore the integration of wood and lacquer into modern living, producing not only lacquerware but also furniture and

DBELD EHLLEB5D” L3 h, FL7z LA LT i vig

architectural materials. In disaster-affected areas, he initiated temporary lacquer workshops and spoke about the role of work in healing and

the ideal approaches to design in such settings.

WELZORBHERPHELIL RO T LT IAVEED Ay =T
Takahiro Yagi is the sixth-generation head of Kaikado in Kyoto, known for its traditional tea caddies made from copper and tin. He

FRARFIETBZEDENTH L, [FIOZEMET ¥4 1133 [FH 2l

emphasized the importance of continuing to produce unaltered tea caddies since the company's founding while recognizing the necessity of

2 M CFEOEEM Flazazr—savpbiallanafEmms changing perspectives. By expanding the market from BtoB to BtoC, Yagi has broadened Kaikado’s scope to include design and interiors,
gaining global recognition. He also discussed methods to connect children’s futures through tea caddies.

M=o, e ko LEH L EF RSB G LI T — T A v BE 2 gl i

Glass sculptor Yukito Nishinaka pursues beauty inspired by ancient Japanese aesthetics. His collaborations with Japanese gardens and

Buddhist temples incorporate both traditional and contemporary elements. He is actively engaged in projects such as "glass kintsugi,” which

CEELTE L XY e MUERTH oARZ— R AR 4

draws upon the philosophy of repairing broken objects with beauty, as well as creating sustainable art pieces from recycled glass that convey
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messages about the interconnectedness of the universe and life.
While contemporary times are often considered challenging for the creation of art as a symbol of culture, Japan is home to numerous art
and design forms that have evolved through interactions with nature and historical contexts. Japanese artistic sensibilities are deeply
intertwined with perspectives on nature and religion, forming essential keys to the future of art and design. The session also underscored the
critical relationship between resilience in the face of disasters and art and design.

The theme of the session, "Tradition and Transformation in Japanese Art and Design," calls for sensitive and
in-depth discussion.

Short Discussion on Exhibit Works On the same day, a short discussion was held featuring works by two of the
speakers. Participants had the unique opportunity to closely observe Takahiro Yagi's copper and tin tea caddies
from Kaikado and Yukiko Nishinaka’s recycled glass artworks. This hands-on session allowed attendees to touch

and experience the works firsthand, deepening their appreciation of the craftsmanship and artistic concepts.

BOK S s 0 4 (R e Ui
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Designer and Project Associate Professor of

RCAST, the University of Tokyo
Shinobu Ito
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The 7th generation craftsperson of
Wajima Kirimoto

Taiichi Kirimoto
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The 6th generation craftsperson of Kaikado

Takahiro Yagi

7 2ETEAE R
T A

Gla.SS Sculpt()r
Yukito Nishinaka

= i aaablaanaaaea

i



B S5 ILEFH we o

HEE: 7H11HCK) 98305 ~1158305 B : £RIEFKLEBE
s ) KE /B BE

e/

BARSLOEGMICEUEZED» L BHOFSKFEHLECOEMNIT. B
MBI KB #BR T 2T, ZD ey va v Tl BHER O L HERL
KJAXAFHBEEA ) <= avnT AT =h—Ix D RKBFREK, FK
B B 2 FR AR5 - 5 B 1 L R R e R o Ll T 20 B S KA
BREZOROEIE— KON (ATHE) 282, 2nend e i
LAHEED O FHEYRODEmPIT LT,

TN R 6 [BAE RO FEHE ] LU EEH P TE S ALE KA
BE»ENELITL ER BRI L 2B A s T ic R LD H
SEVEBRVGELE 2. LW ZLIzow T REN LR E LM S L CHMTEGTZ, PRI 1 EBRIL. RLFEOH
FIRELT ALERA TR P CICHL EE S BB B TRICEE L K O» DEHHO B ZOKTF 2 HIL . £ D H s KA
BRIZEDIOLERP LTI Dh PIRAIRANECS Lo TIHW, 612, ZOFHDIL RS PIDTHRET L) v iav—va
VREMES  ZMEF2B T FHLZNUHT2HIR- BT ORT — Vo0 T HLRDTHEPDCOTHRERP LT, 3
FHO2 =D —O FHRII. EEEERTH). = <VALOTE L EMMIC F 1k — o T AHE LI E— K& OG5 HEAE L
PRANTHS G T2I0 L ERBRP LA R [FH I —FLCEG o0 THE-TIHW 3 2L DT P E b
ZLBL ENEBALIUIH 22 L RGO 12 ZINFE s BERAIL, 2Dy vav iz DB ZREJAXAT
FHEFOBG TR LRBRPIN TSI RER 2 013 NESFHIRUBER ISV T ZLTEBIIFHEMIAT - 10 F
HRIT LD Z (05 MOFELHUEL 2L
IR TZE W) FRPELTLDLIEIZOVT,
PTG, FER I Ay T4 AL T —
TS R ENEANVEAS Y- N R SR
D4 I TIAF—CTHLREE 2T
54 TRODIFHIGOHm L, L3R
L. ZLTHCOFEEEC) Rz &R TIUR
(BYAREL.EIEIE F:SPATY A

aaaaaasS\\\wmmm

 —

7 //

SESSION 02 Koyasan and the Universe Facilitator: Hideki Yoshimoto

Implementation Report

From the starry sky glimpsed through the cedar groves to the connection between the vast cosmos and the self as expounded in esoteric
Buddhism, Mount Koya invites an inevitable awareness of the universe. This session brought together four distinguished speakers, each
offering a unique perspective on the cosmos: photographer Yuki Ueda, Seiji Ohtsuka, Manager of the JAXA Space Exploration Innovation
Hub, Bunsho Yamaguchi, Director of the Koya Academy and chief priest of Koya-san Hoon-in, and Junichi Watanabe, a professor at the
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan.

The session began with a lecture by Mr. Yamaguchi titled “The Cosmic Perspective of Kobo-Daishi.” He delved into the teachings of
Kobo-Daishi, exploring how the founder repeatedly emphasized resonance with the universe in his journey toward enlightenment and in his
subsequent teachings. Following this, Professor Watanabe, an expert in astronomy, recreated the night skies on specific dates of significant
importance in Esoteric Buddhism, such as the day Kobo-Daishi attained enlightenment. He guided participants on a journey to imagine
the stars that Kobo-Daishi himself might have gazed upon. Additionally, he presented a 3D simulation, offering a tangible sense of the
vastness of the universe and inspiring the audience to reflect anew on the scale of the cosmos, the Earth, and the self. Next, photographer
Yuki Ueda, a young artist known for his extraordinary works, shared images captured in extreme environments, such as the summit of
Mount Everest. Through these photographs, he recounted his experiences of witnessing
landscapes that seemed closest to the cosmos. The breathtaking views, attained by repeatedly
transcending the boundary between life and death, left the audience in awe. The final
speaker, Seiji Ohtsuka, drew on his extensive experience in space exploration at JAXA to
discuss the significance of humanity's ventures into space. He also shared accounts from
astronauts who, after experiencing space firsthand, wrote about a profound sense of divine
presence. The discussion, enriched by the contrasting perspectives of a religious leader, a
scientist, an artist, an engineer, and myself as a designer, culminated in a shared contempla-

tion of the divine, the Buddha, and the self. This convergence of views left a deep impression

on all participants.
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Designer and Project Associate Professor of Photographer
RCAST, the University of Tokyo Yuki Ueda

Hideki Yoshimoto
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Manager of the Space Exploration
b Innovation Hub Center, JAXA
-,y Seiji Ohtsuka
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General Manager of Corporate Headquarters of
Koyasan Gakuen Educational Corporation

Bunsho Yamaguchi

Distinguished Professor of National

Astronomical Observatory of Japan
Junichi Watanabe
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SESSION 03 Il’lCll.lSiVﬁ D€Sig1‘l Facilitator: Setsu Ito

Implementation Report

Italy, a leading nation in the philosophy of inclusive societies, has
normalized the participation of individuals with diverse characteristics in
everyday life. Through the discussions in this session, it became clear that
one of the keys to this inclusivity lies in human communication skills.
This year’s Inclusive Design session, originating from Koyasan, a place
that embodies the philosophy of inclusion in Japan, began with an
introduction by Professor Shigehiro Namiki on the inclusive design
research initiatives at his university. Following this, a Universal Design
Advisor, Karin Matsumori, discussed the importance of communication
between those who can hear and those who cannot. She emphasized that
the issue lies on both sides and that it is crucial to shift perspectives and

approach each other without creating barriers. Her insights were shared

through practical examples.

From SHISEIDO CREATIVE, Creative Product Director Emiko Shiota and Hiroshi Wakui shared their efforts to implement universal
and inclusive design in their company. They introduced guidelines for creating "beautiful” designs for everyone, as well as their collaborative
research with sensitive users to improve products and processes through evaluation.

Professor Satoshi Fukushima, a renowned researcher in barrier-free studies who is both deaf and blind, spoke about the "beauty" experienced
in a world without light and sound. He described how communication with others serves as water and oxygen for the soul of a deafblind
person. Through his personal experiences, he conveyed the ability to perceive beauty through words.

This session, which brought together perspectives from researchers with firsthand experience and practitioners in corporate research,

clarified the critical role of communication skills in inclusive design.

PR RSB AR TR 2 v 2 — BEER
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Designer and Project Professor of RCAST,
the University of Tokyo

Setsu Ito
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Project Professor of RCAST,
the University of Tokyo

Satosi Fukushima
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Universal design advisor

Karin Matsumori
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Associate Professor of RCAST,

the University of Tokyo

Shigehiro Namiki
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4 Creative Product Director of
LY SHISEIDO CREATIVE Co., Ltd.

Hiroshi Wakui
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Creative Product Director of
SHISEIDO CREATIVE Co., Ltd.

Emiko Shiota
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SESSION 04 Fostering the Next Generation: Creating Inclusive Environ-

ments for "Town Development” that Embrace Eternal Bonds

Facilitator: Kaoru Kondo

Implementation Report

Is the current concept of "town development” truly
sustainable for 1,200 years? This session focused on the
creation of environments necessary for nurturing
people—an essential aspect of town development—as a
countermeasure against the erosion of humanity across
society.

The first speaker, Koichi Niu, Chief Priest of Niutsuhi-
me Shrine, introduced the "20th Anniversary Forum of
the UNESCO World Heritage Registration of Sacred
Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain
Range.” He emphasized the theme, "Inheriting the
Prayers and Spirit of World Heritage: A Unique
Cultural Landscape Where Shinto and Buddhism

Coexist." Chief Priest Niu discussed how shrines serve as

the foundation of town development and highlighted
the role of "Shinji Waraku" (sacred rituals and music) as
the cultural core that forms communities. He also stressed the importance of the concept of "Naka-ima," which involves passing on the
region’s greatness from adults to children, ensuring its preservation for future generations.

The second speaker, Ippei Yoshida, former Mayor of Nagakute City in Aichi Prefecture, shared his philosophy of using "zokibayashi”
(mixed woodlands) as a lifestyle coordinate. He advocated for an administrative approach that avoids overreach, where people from various
walks of life live together in a way that might be inconvenient but creates opportunities for everyone. He emphasized town and community
development centered on nature, which requires time and effort, while fostering human connections. From his perspective as a three-term
mayor, Yoshida shared memorable insights such as, "The more detours you take, the more people enjoy; the more things don’t go as
planned, the more roles are created for various individuals,” and "Roughly, moderately, and adequately—those are enough."

During the Q&A session, the discussion spanned a wide range of topics, characteristic of the Koyasan Conference. Topics included the
differences in town development approaches between administrative bodies and shrines, the philosophy of living together, and the ideal

beauty and ultimate goals when viewed through the lens of the "Naka-ima" philosophy.
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"20th Anniversary of UNESCO World Heritage Registration Symposium with Koyasan Conference”

What the world can learn from the spirituality and
nature nurtured in the Kii Mountains Facilitator: Ryohei Kanzaki

Implementation Report

The year 2024 marks the 20th anniversary of the registration of "Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range" as a
UNESCO World Heritage site. This symposium revisited the ideas of "altruism" and "the importance of life," nurtured in the Kii Mountain
Range, and explored the significance of sharing this spirituality from Wakayama to the world. The discussions included lectures and a panel
discussion featuring five speakers: researchers of Kobo Daishi Kukai and Minakata Kumagusu, and individuals who have been deeply
involved in the management of World Heritage sites for many years.

The symposium began with greetings and an introduction to Wakayama Prefecture's efforts regarding World Heritage sites by Shuhei
Kishimoto, Governor of Wakayama Prefecture. Subsequently, Kanzaki explained the purpose of this symposium.

In the first part of the symposium, Junkei Matsunaga of Koyasan University gave a lecture titled "The Perspective of Kukai: Interconnecte-
dness through the Jeweled Net of Indra," discussing how "the importance of life" and "altruism” arise from interconnectedness (Jeweled Net
of Indra). This was followed by Kazuhiro Fujiwara of Fujitsu Ltd., who introduced a unique initiative titled "The Scenery and Heart
Revealed through Meditation,"” where participants experience the interconnectedness of the Jeweled Net of Indra through a VR-based
meditation world, highlighting its significance and possibilities. Yoshiya Tamura of the Minakata Kumagusu Archives gave a lecture titled
"Minakata Kumagusu and the Sacred Sites of the Kii Peninsula: Nachi Mountain, Tamaki Mountain, and Koyasan," sharing insights into
Kumagusu’s connections with the Kii Mountain Range and its spirituality. Mitsutoshi Manago, Mayor of Tanabe City, presented on the
theme of "The Universal Value of Kumano," while Yoshiya Hirano, Mayor ofKoya Town, spoke on the theme of "The Future Begins with
Education."

In the second part, all speakers participated in a panel discussion on the spirituality nurtured in the Kii Mountain Range. The discussion
explored the historical and cultural background that fostered "altruism" and "the importance of life" and emphasized the importance of
passing this spirituality on to future generations.

Finally, Kanzaki introduced the "Lotus of Altruism" project, an initiative to transmit this spirituality from Wakayama to the world through

collaboration with children from Wakayama Prefecture at Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai. The symposium concluded with this presentation.

(Reference) Lotus of Altruism: https://WWW.brain.rcastAu—tokyo.ac.jp/aad/rita/
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SESSION 06

Why do people make war - Why War?

ALL RCAST  Facilitator: Masakazu Sugiyama

Implementation Report

Session 6, on the theme of "Why War?", brought together experts from diverse backgrounds, including humanities and social sciences, such
as philosophy, ethics, political science, international geopolitics, and natural sciences such as genomic anthropology, brain science, and
international journalists who have covered the war itself in Ukraine. Albert Einstein and Sigmund Freud, giants of science and psychology,
exchanged letters in 1933. 90 years have passed since then, and while we have seen dramatic advances in science and technology, including
the decoding of the human genome and the emergence of artificial intelligence, we are still living in the midst of international conflicts.
The discussion began with a reading of a dialogue between Einstein and Freud, and went on to include deep and essential questions such as
whether the human mind has progressed in accordance with science and technology, while technological progress has produced tools such
as nuclear weapons that could destroy the human race, whether conflict is rooted in human greed and is inevitable, whether humans are the
only animals that commit genocide among their own species, and whether human evolution from a genomic perspective has an impact on
the nature of human societies. The session also focused on the possibility that multi-layered membership of individuals in multiple
associations could lead to a society without war, and on new developments in contemporary society, such as the warrant for the arrest of

world leaders by the International Criminal Court. This session was an opportunity for us to continue our free and multifaceted discussion

on the efforts needed to realize a world in which all existences are in harmony.
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In this lecture, I began explaining that the Koyasan Conference
was founded by RCAST based on the belief that we must shift
our perspective from a human-centered perspective to a
nature-centered perspective, and that only then can we
understand the true meaning and necessity of “diversity and
inclusion”.

Next, 1 explained how valuable Koyasan is as a [place] for this
conference.Koyasan is a precious place where a diverse group of
people active in the fields of science, art, philosophy, religion,
and education can gather and talk together to continue to
create a future with humanity and ethics, and to pass on the
ideals of the conference to the children who will carry the
future.

The Koyasan Conference will be held for the next 1,200 years.
The lecture reminded us that it can only be realized and
created with the cooperation and efforts of a wide variety of

people and IOCéll gOVCfﬂantS.
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Koyasan Declaration 2024

In a time of significant change, where natural environments and human societies are evolving, it is essential to create and
sustain a society where individuals can coexist and collaborate in harmony and happiness, guided by rich individuality,
sensibility, rationality, and ethics. To realize such a society, we present the "Koyasan Declaration 2024" as a means of

contemplating and shaping our way forward and envisioning the future.

1. A Shift in Perspective: From Human-Centered to Nature-Centered

Moving away from the human-centered perspective, where humans are separated from nature and only benefit from its gifts,
it is vital to embrace the view that humans are an integral part of nature and thrive through their interconnectedness with all
things. This shift in perspective is crucial for building and sustaining a society where diverse people can live in harmony and
happiness. We will practice this new perspective and promote its importance and significance through various lenses,

including art, science, and religion.

2. Nurturing Future Generations
For the children who will shape the future, it is essential to cultivate individuality, sensibility, rationality, and ethics. To
support this development, we will create environments for education that enrich the heart through art, science, and a focus

on personal growth. We will use Koyasan as a platform to communicate the importance and significance of such initiatives.

3. Hosting the Koyasan Conference
The "Koyasan Conference" will bring together diverse individuals from various fields, including art, science, and religion, to
foster dialogue, practice, and dissemination of ideas aimed at realizing the objectives outlined in points 1 and 2. The

conference will be held at Koyasan Kongobuji Temple.

At "Koyasan Conference 2024," the following messages will be delivered as guidance for the future 1,200 years and to pave

the way for "Koyasan Conference 2025":

* "Embrace Life": By looking at things with the wisdom of insight, we can recognize that all beings are precious treasures,
living interconnected lives.

* The Spirit of Shinto-Buddhist Syncretism: Fosters a tolerant society that acknowledges and respects others.

* Passing on the Rich Nature of the Kii Mountain Range and the Traditions of Its Towns to Future Generations: We hope
that the children of this region will grow up enriched in spirit, in connection with the Koyasan Conference.

* Respecting Individuality: Embracing all aspects of nature and co-creating with the spirit of harmony.

* Facing the Tragic Nature of Humanity and Opening a Future of Infinite Possibilities: A future where we can rejoice in the

infinite potential of humanity while acknowledging the sorrow of perpetual conflict.
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